3W.  '1 1 

^1  ^  QUARTERLY  REPORT 

(^(,1  MONTANA  SCHOOL  FOR  DEAF  AND  BLIND 

Great  Falls,  Montana 
April,  1967 

To  the  Members  of  the  State  Board  of  Education: 

STUDENT  POPULATION 

The  student  population  has  remained  constant  during  the 
past  quarter  at  lOS  enrollment.  71  are  enrolled  as  acousti- 
cally handicapped  or  deaf  students.  37  are  enrolled  as  vis- 
ually handicapped  students. 

One  student  in  the  visually  handicapped  department  left 
our  school  to  transfer  to  the  State  of  Washington.    At  the  same 
time  an  Indian  boy  from  St.  Xavier,  Montana,  enrolled  in  our 
deaf  department  thus  keeping  the  total  enrollment  the  same, 

FIRE  MARSHAL'S  REPORT 
The  last  inspection  of  our  facilities  by  the  Fire  Marshal's 
office  was  last  May.    They  will  be  coming  again  next  month.  At- 
tached to  this  report  is  the  Fire  Marshal's  letter  of  last  June 
and  also  our  letter  advising  compliance  with  recommendations. 

PROGRAM  AND  ACTIVITIES 
Our  educational  program  is  making  steady  progress  toward  an 
enlightened  and  modern  approach.    The  curriculum  is  being  revised 
as  fast  as  we  can  acquire  materials  and  tools.    The  Title  I  project 
for  this  year  is  nearly  complete.    This  project  has  enabled  us  to 
modernize  an  important  segment  of  our  educational  program.  Equip- 
ment was  purchased  to  further  enrich  our  reading  and  social  studies 
offerings. 
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Captioned  Films  for  the  Deaf  has  additionally  helped  with 
audio  visual  materials  which  are  on  permanent  loan  to  this  school. 
The  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  secured  funding  for 
two  workshops  held  at  our  school.     One  workshop  was  in  the  area 
of  multi-media  methods  in  teaching  the  acoustically  handicapped 
and  was  conducted  by  a  team  of  experts  associated  with  Captioned 
Films  for  the  Deaf.    Our  entire  staff  attended  all  sessions  of 
the  three  day  workshop. 

The  second  workshop  was  in  the  area  of  the  visually  handi- 
capped.   Two  education  professors  from  San  Francisco  State  College 
and  the  Principal  from  the  Idaho  School  for  the  Blind,  conducted 
the  sessions  whose  theme  was  "Creativity  in  Teaching". 

For  both  workshops  we  had  participants  from  the  local  public 
schools,  Missoula,  Helena,  Boulder,  and  Billings.    Worthwhile  and 
practical  information  and  training  were  the  results  of  these 
sessions. 

Our  visually  handicapped  department  has  been  experimenting 
with  drama  and  speech.    A  play  was  produced  and  staged  at  the 
Great  Falls  College  theater  in  March.    The  general  public  was  in- 
vited.   The  general  consensus  was  that  our  children  did  a  credit- 
able job  in  presenting  "The  Mouse  that  Roared",    Several  of  our 
children  will  also  enter  the  District  Speech  Meet  sponsored  by 
the  Montana  High  School  Association.    Several  others  will  parti- 
cipate in  the  District  Music  Meet.    We  are  making  every  effort 
to  strengthen  our  total  program  by  participating  in  such  events. 
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The  one  danger  of  which  we  are  very  conscious  and  doing  everything 
to  prevent  is  that  judging  could  be  influenced  through  sympathy. 

Scouting  activities  have  been  initiated  through  the  Scout 
Council  and  Girl  Scout  Office.    Leadership  has  been  provided  from 
interested  individuals  in  the  community  as  well  as  by  members  of 
our  teaching  staff.     The  Parent-Teacher  organization  at  our  school 
is  sponsor  for  scouting. 

We  continue  to  use  the  local  YMCA  for  swimming  classes  for 
our  children.    Through  an  arrangement  with  Murph's  Bowling  Lanes 
made  by  Mr,  Vedovatti,  our  principal,  the  older  blind  children 
are  bowling  once  a  week.    We  were  able  to  purchase  guide  rails 
for  their  use  which  are  set  up  and  taken  down  as  needed,  az  the 
bowling  lanes.    Mrs.  Williams,  a  teacher-aid  whom  we  hired  with 
Title  I  funds,  has  been  helping  our  girls  and  younger  children  in 
tumbling  and  trampoline. 

The  household  department  has  been  running  smoothly  under  the 
capable  guidance  of  Miss  Mary  Roosa.    Several  changes  in  our  routine 
have  been  effected  to  allow  more  social  development  with  our  older 
children.    We  continue  to  be  hampered  in  making  further  progress  in 
this  area  due  to  overcrowding  and  inconvenience  of  housing  accomo- 
dations. 

No  serious  illnesses  or  epidemics  of  childhood  diseases  have 
occurred.     Our  nurse,  Dr.  Brinkley,  and  the  Great  Falls  Clinic  are 
responsible  for  this  excellent  record. 

PLANS  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR 
The  legislature  has  provided  a  greatly  improved  budget  for 
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the  coming  biennium.    Budget  details  and  proposed  budgeting 
for  the  coming  year  are  included  with  this  quarterly  report. 

For  the  coming  year  we  are  proposing  to  make  several 
changes  in  our  program  which  are  possible  because  of  our  increased 
appropriation.    These  proposed  changes  are: 

1.  Complete  use  of  multi-media  approach  in  the  education 
of  our  deaf  children. 

2.  Initiating  a  work-study  program  for  both  deaf  and  blind 
.children. 

3.  Offering  mobility  training  for  blind  children. 

4.  Expanding  our  physical  education  program. 

5.  Addition  of  tape  and  recorded  materials  for  our  blind 
children. 

6.  Cooperative  program  of  shared  time  in  the  Great  Falls 
High  Schools  for  selected  visually  handicapped  children, 

7.  Addition  of  a  full-fledged  speech  program. 
Addition  of  a  business  manager  to  our  office  staff, 

9.     Expanding  our  home  economics  training. 

Some  of  these  proposals  require  cooperation  in  planning  and 
execution  with  other  agencies  and  divisions.     Preliminary  dis- 
cussions have  been  held  with  the  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Divi- 
sions with  regard  to  the  work-study  program.     We  have  been  given 
complete  cooperation  by  Mr.Honka  and  Mr.  Carver. 

Preliminary  planning  meetings  have  been  held  with  local  school 
officials  regarding  the  shared  time  arrangement  for  selected  blind 
children.    V/illingness  and  cooperation  could  not  have  been  better. 
We  have  high  hopes  and  expectations  for  this  program  which  could 
lead  to  full  accreditation  of  our  school  program  for  visually  handi- 
capped children. 

To  compliment  these  changes  and  improvements  in  our  school 
program,  our  teaching  staff  have  been  making  plans  and  preparations. 
Last  summer  10  of  our  teaching  staff  of  20  attended  summer  training 
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programs.    Nine  of  our  staff  so  far  have  definite  commitments 
for  Slimmer  school  training  this  coming  summer. 

PHYSICAL  PLANT 

The  buildings  are  being  kept  clean  and  repaired  as  needed. 
\ie  plan  to  replace  some  furniture  and  equipment  which  is  very 
old  and  becoming  non-functional.    The  exterior  of  the  main 
building  is  in  need  of  painting  and  repair.     This  will  be  con- 
tracted as  soon  as  possible  in  the  coming  biennium. 

Allowances  are  also  made  in  the  proposed  budget  for  improve- 
ments in  our  playgrounds  and  general  environment.     Some  curbs, 
sidewalks  and  paving  will  be  done.     Before  proceeding  with  such 
work,  we  hope  to  have  some  help  from  the  architect  on  our  Master 
Plan. 

BUILDING  PROJECTS  (I965-67) 
The  thirty-ninth  legislature  appropriated  $194,567.00  for 
building  and  remodeling  projects  and  maintenance  items  at  this 
school.     The  projects  and  original  estimates  of  costs  were: 

1.  Classroom  building  addition,  expansion  of  existing 
facilities.  $15^,06? 

2.  Sprinkler  system  for  main  building  recommended  by 
state  fire  marshal.  $  25,000 

3.  Fire  hydrant  and  line;  recommended  by  state  fire 
marshal.  $  3,000 

4.  Maintenance  items  $  S,500 

Total  appropriation  for  this  agency  in  House  Bill  535 

$194,567 
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The  present  status  of  these  projects  is  as  follows: 

Item  number  4  consisted  of  remodeling  of  two  bathrooms  on 
the  3rd  floor  of  the  main  building.     The  project  is  completed 
and  total  funds  allotted  have  been  spent.    Cost  -  $6,500 

Items  3  and  2  are  combined  into  one  project  for  planning 
and  call  for  bid.     The  design  and  specifications  are  completed. 
There  will  be  a  call  f or  bids  during  this  month.     Estimated  cost  $2S,000. 

Item  number  1  consisted  of  three  projects.     Project  A  -  Walkway 
and  porch  enclosures.     Project  B  -  Addition  to  Administration  building. 
Project  C  -  Mechanical  and  electrical  changes  in  the  classroom 
building.     All  three  projects  were  designed.     Bids  were  call  for  the 
walkway  and  porch  enclosures  and  contract  for  construction  was  awarded. 
Work  is  presently  underway  on  this  project.     Cost  -  $42,631. 

Bids  were  called  for  on  the  addition  to  the  administration 
building.     The  lov/  bid  for  the  project  came  in  about  35%  over  the 
estimated  cost.     Bids  and  the  project  have  been  abandoned  in  light 
of  subsequent  investigation  and  building  plans. 

The  project  of  changing  the  lighting  and  heating  has  been 
designed  and  estimated  cost  set  at  about  $19,000.     The  administra- 
tion of  the  school  and  the  state  architect  are  in  the  process  of 
reviewing  this  project  in  light  of  future  building  plans  as  author- 
ized by  the  40th  legislature.  It  is  felt  that  if  we  are  to  build  a 
new  academic  facility,  then  substantial  changes  in  present  class- 
rooms would  not  be  wise  use  of  funds. 
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To  summarize  present  status  of  funds  available  under 
H.B.  535,  thirty-ninth  legislative  session: 
Total  Funds  available 

Total  obligations  to  date  $51,131.00 
Sprinkler  system  &  fire  hydrant  2^,000.00 

Total 

Remaining  funds 


79,131.00 


$194,567.00 


$115,436.00 


In  addition,  some  architectural  fees  for  plans  and  designs 
will  have  to  be  paid  from  this  remaining  balance.     This  obligation 
should  be  less  than  $5,000. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


FLO 


DOWELL,  SUPERINTENDENT 


i 
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June  2,  1966 

State  Board  of  Examiners 
State  Capitol  Building 
Helena,  Montana 

Attention:    Vx.  V/illiam  M.  'McEnaney,  Executive  Clerk 

Reference:    Montana  State  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Great  Falls,  Mont, 

Gentlemen : 

An  inspection  of  the  buildings  and  the  fire  facilities  of  the  captioned 
institution  was  conducted  on  May  17,  1966,     This  department  hereby  wishes 
to  commend  Mr.  McDowell  and  his  staff  for  their  efforts  in  correcting  the 
deficiencies  as  noted  on  the  report  of  April  5,  1965,  as  submitted  by 
Thomas  A.  Lloyd  of  the  Pacific  Fire  Rating  Bureau. 

Those  deficiencies  which  have  not  been  corrected,  plans  have  been  made 
to  remedy  these  situations  and  will  be  soon  instituted.  There  are  but 
few  recommendations  to  make  at  this  tim.e. 

1.  Even  though  all  major  items  are  corrected  or  are  being  corrected,  the 
problem  of  fire  projection  and  fire  prevention  is  always  there  and  zhe 
best  rem^edy  is  continued  good  housekeeping. 

2.  It  is  recommended  that  the  inset,  panel  doors,  be  removed  and  replace 
the  panels  with  sheet  rock  -and  then  cover  said  doors  with  a  ply^rood  veneer 
of  either  a  natural  wood  finish  or  paint,  v/hichever  you  so  desire. 

3.  It  is  also  recommended  that  fire  drills  be  held  periodically,  using 
the  horizontal  method  of  evacuation,  moving  from  one  area  to  a  smoke-free 
area  so  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  remove  residents  attending  the  insti- 
tution to  the  outside. 

This  department  again  wishes  to  express  their  sincere  thanks  and  apprecia- 
tion for  the  efforts  extended  during  the  past  year  relative  to  this  in- 
stitution.    If  this  office  can  be  of  assistance,  kindly  so  advise. 

Sincerely, 

E.     V.  "SONNY"OMHOLT 

State  Auditor  and  Ex-Officio 

Commissioner  of  Insurance 

WILLIAM  A.  PENTTILA 
State  Fire  Marshal 


Signed 

ROBERT  K.  MJ^CKEY  C  0  P_Y 

Deputy  Fire  Marshal 
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September  9,  1966 


Miss  Harriet  Miller,  Secretary- 
State  Board  of  Education 
State  Capitol  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Miss  Miller: 

This  is  to  inform  the  Board  that  the  recommendations  set 
forth  by  the  State  Fire  Marshal  in  the  enclosed  letter 
have  been  complied  with  fully. 

Item  II  regarding  the  replacement  of  the  panel  doors  in 
the  hallv/ays  -  these  doors  have  been  replaced  with  solid 
wooden  doors. 

Item  III  regarding  periodic  fire  drills  -  arrangements 
have  been  made  so  that  we  will  have  fire  drills  conducted 
at  least  once  each  month  and  that  these  drills  V7ill  be 
conducted  in  the  manner  recommended  by  the  State  Fire 
Marshal . 

Yours  truly, 


Floyd  J.  McDov/ell 

FJM:rd 

cc:     S.V.  "Sonny"  Omholt 

V/illiam  A.  Penttila,  State  Fire  Marshal 
Robert  K.  Mackey,  Deputy  Fire  Marshal 
A.  A,  Aaras,  Jr. 
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